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INFO PACK  

 

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP AND VOLUNTEERING:  

CENTRAL AND EAST EUROPEAN (CEE)  

EXPERIENCE EXCHANGE AND CONTACT MAKING SEMINAR  

 

3-6 August 2010 Budapest, Hungary  

 

Dear Participants,  

 

We are looking forward to meeting you in the CEE Seminar in Hungary. This information package will help you to 

prepare for this training, plus give you some technical and practical information as guidance. The following issues 

are included:  

 

1. Brief information about EDYN  

2. Training Contents 

3. Provisional programme and free-time activities 

4. Training venue and how to get there  

5. Things to bring 

6. Financial issues 

7. Registration 

8. Questionnaire 

 

For any questions about the contents of the training you can contact Eszter Csorba at eszter.csorba@edyn.org  

and about practicalities Petra Dienes at petra.dienes@edyn.org or 0036 1 211 0112. 

 

1. ABOUT EDYN  

The Ecumenical Diaconal Year Network (EDYN) is a network of ecumenical Christian, voluntary service 

programmes that send and receive volunteers worldwide.  The programmes provide opportunities for full -time 
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voluntary service in social, diaconal and educational institutions, projects and church congregations. 

 

The objectives of the network members are:  

 To organise exchange of volunteers  

 To co-ordinate non-formal education and support for the volunteers  

 To share experiences, learn from and support each other na tionally and internationally  

 To develop common standards and goals for Christian voluntary service 

 To promote voluntary service within church , diaconia and society 

 To advise churches and church-linked organisations on setting up voluntary service programmes 

 

The Diaconal Year dates back to the 2nd World War originating in Germany as a then purely national voluntary 

service programme. International voluntary service exchanges started in the 1980ies between an informal  

network of organisations. After the incorporation of the organisation in 2004 an o ffice was set up and staff 

employed for the support of the operation of the network.  EDYN has organised some trainings for its members in 

the past, and this present one is the second under the Youth in Action Programme and thus open to a wider  

range of voluntary service organisation all over Europe.  

 

2. TRAINING CONTENTS  

The themes and idea of the seminar originate from the interests and needs of especially EDYNôs members from  

the CEE region. These voluntary service organisations proposed to put their heads together in a seminar to find 

out what makes volunteering in this region special, what are the reasons for possible difficulties in promotion and 

think together about the poss ibility and common actions to address these prevailing mindsets in society. This 

initiative has been taken on and developed further. Thus the training team came up with a proposed ñred threadò 

for the training programme, which aims to meet the following ob jectives: 

1. to gather voluntary service organisations and those interested in the field from Central and Eastern Europe  

(and those from Western Europe who are interested in the CEE region) to exchange their experiences based on a 

common historical background, similar mindsets and concepts about volunteering in society to find ways leading  

to more active civic involvement  

2. to build partnerships with organisations from the region to strengthen cooperation in the field of voluntary 

service 

3. to reconsider and self-evaluate CEE civil organisationsô strategies leading to sustainability  

4. to brainstorm and plan for a common action to be carried out in 2011 ï the European Year of Volunteering ï 

 to raise awareness on volunteering and active participation in the societies of the participating countries of CEE. 
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For the implementation of these objectives experts have been invited from Interdiac, Czech Republic and Central 

European University, Hungary in addition to a variety of participants  with different expe rtise, professional and 

organisational backgrounds for the mutual benefit of all people involved. A variety of methods will be used such  

as expertsô and promotersô presentations, small group and in plenum discussions, workshops, individual and 

project work, games and field trip to get the most fruitful outcome out of the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. PROVISIONAL PR OGRAMME  

The seminar is due to start with dinner (6 pm) on the 3 rd August and finishes at 3 pm on the 6 th August. As on the 

last day we  are planning for joint future action, we encourage all of you to book your travel so you can stay until 

the very end of the seminar. Please note that contrary to previous announcement, we will not be able to make 

room reservations for you if you decide to come earlier or stay longer. We can provide you with contacts to book 

your own accommodation however.  

 

                                                        
1
 ĂMake your choiceñ ï campain poster of FIDESZ (Hungarian Civic Union) at 1

st
 Hungarian National elections in 1990 
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Please also note that some changes might happen in the programme due to:  

 the result of the Questionnaire filled in by the participants  

 the preparatory meetings where the exact content of the workshops will be defined.  

 

 3rd August 4th August 5th August 6th August 

Morning I 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction of EDYN and the 

Seminar Programme  

II. Active Citizenship in 

Action 

A. The role of diaconias 

in civil society 

 

IV. Looking into the future: 

Effecting attitude change 

trough voluntary service 

Common actions for 

European Year of 

Volunteering 2011.  

A. Presentations of 

Participants 

I. (In)Active Citizenship in CEE  

A. Concept of society in 

Socialist Regime vs. 

challenges of transition 

process after 1989 

Morning II 

 

B. Comparative analysis of 

the participation in society in 

CEE (vs. the West) 

B. Civil society and 

bDhΩǎ ƛƴ /99 

.Φ ά²ƻǊƭŘ /ŀŦŞέ ς joint 

project development and 

common plan of Action 

Lunch    

Afternoon 

I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrivals 

C. Workshop 

Voluntary Service in CEE 

Understanding the past: the 

effects of past concepts on 

voluntary service in CEE today 

- on placements 

- on volunteers 

III. Active Citizenship, 

Youth in Action  

Youth Voluntary Service 

in CEE 

A. Developments with 

Young People 

 

Evaluation of Training 

Afternoon 

II 

D. A memento from the past: 

±ƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀǘǳŜ tŀǊƪέ ƴŜŀǊ 

Budapest) 

B. Involving the 

disadvantaged youth 

 

 

 

Departures 

Dinner Informal Evening 

with joined dinner  

and Introductions 

Intercultural Evening 

 

мфтлΩǎ {ǘyle Hungarian 

Evening in Town Evening 

Session 

 

 

Possible leisure activities  

The leisure time activities will serve as a nice refreshment from seminar session, but also will challenge and 

stimulate our thoughts.  They incl ude... 
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 Intercultural Evening  

 Visiting the ñStatue Parkò near Budapest  http://www.szoborpark.hu/  

 1970ôs Style Hungarian Evening in Town 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.szoborpark.hu/
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4. TRAINING VENUE  AND HOW TO REACH IT  

We have chosen the venue in the well accessible city 

centre of Budapest.  The city offers beautiful sights 

and hands-on experience for our topic. The 

accommodation will provide you with high -quality 

means for relaxation.  

 

Address of the hotel : Lion's Garden Hotel  

Chazar Andras 4, Budapest 

Office Phone: +36-1-273-2070  

Telefax: +36 -1-221-4274 

info@ lions-garden. com 

www.bmhotels.com 

 

 

Map from the hostel to the venue:  

 

http://maps.google.hu/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=hu&

msa=0&msid=113937586532838204841.00048b59

6bc54b0b02e42&ll=47.506769,19.090666&spn=0.0

02797,0.008256&z=18 

 

 

 

Address of the venue: Református Zsinatiiroda  

1146 Budapest, Abonyi u. 21. 

 

 

 

Please have a good look at the directions you need to take inside Budapest before your trip as signs (especially 

English ones) are scarce. Donôt be afraid to ask strangers for the way, with younger people you might have more 

chance that they speak English (or German) J  

 

Directions from airport to  the  hotel  

Ferihegy Airport 1 Ą Lion's Garden Hotel , Budapest : 

Train to Zuglo Ą Bus 5/ 7/ 173 (not E!)  to Cházár András utca stop 

Train timetable: http://elvira.mav -start.hu 

 

http://www.bmhotels.com/
http://maps.google.hu/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=hu&msa=0&msid=113937586532838204841.00048b596bc54b0b02e42&ll=47.506769,19.090666&spn=0.002797,0.008256&z=18
http://maps.google.hu/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=hu&msa=0&msid=113937586532838204841.00048b596bc54b0b02e42&ll=47.506769,19.090666&spn=0.002797,0.008256&z=18
http://maps.google.hu/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=hu&msa=0&msid=113937586532838204841.00048b596bc54b0b02e42&ll=47.506769,19.090666&spn=0.002797,0.008256&z=18
http://maps.google.hu/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=hu&msa=0&msid=113937586532838204841.00048b596bc54b0b02e42&ll=47.506769,19.090666&spn=0.002797,0.008256&z=18
http://elvira.mav-start.hu/
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  Ferihegy Airport 1 and 2  Ą Lion's Garden Hotel , Budapest : 

Bus 200E to Köbánya-Kispest metro terminal Ą metro 3 (bl ue line) to Ferenciek tere Ą Bus 5/ 7/ 173 (not E!)   to 

Cházár András utca stop. 

 

Directions from railway stations to  the  hotel  

Keleti 2 Ą Lion's Garden Hotel , Budapest : 

Bus 5/ 7/ 173 (not E!)  to Cházár András utca stop 
 

Nyugati 3 Ą Lion's Garden Hotel , Buda pest : 

Metro 3 (blue line) to Ferenciek tere Ą Bus 5/ 7/ 173 (not E!)  to Cházár András utca stop 
 

 

Budapest Metro Map  

http://www.urbanrail.net/eu/bud/budapest.htm  

 

5. THINGS TO BRING  

There is a need for your close cooperation and contribution throughout the days of the seminar. Much of the 

programme is based on your own input and sharing experiences. This will be done by your presentations and 

group discussions aided by the materials you bring along. These are 3 types of aids: 

1. Any materials that capture and reflect the Socialist past or the change of regime that brings the other 

participants closer to the specific way you experienced these times (handcraft, film - clip, poster, postcard, 

piece of literature, photo, music,  painting etc.).  

2. A taste of your country (typical food or drink , map, posters, postcards, brochures, CDs of traditional/typical 

music, etc.) that helps you introduce your home country, possibly with a reference to the past.  

3. Information (brochures, leaflets, flyers, Power Point presentation of 5-10 minutes etc.) about your 

organisation, its main activities or other projects you have to present to the other participants.  

 

6. FINANCIAL ISSUES  

 The participation to the training is subject t o a modest participation fee to cover leisure time activities:  

o 25 ú for EDYN members 

o 35 ú for non-EDYN members 

 The participation fee can be paid to the account below one week before the training:  
 

                                                        
2
 Keleti p.u. = Eastern Railwaystation 

3
 Nyugati p.u. = Western Railwaystation 

http://www.urbanrail.net/eu/bud/budapest.htm
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Bank Details: Cib Bank Zrt., 1087 Budapest, Hungária krt. 40-44., Hungary 

Account Name: Ecumenical Diaconal Year Network 

Account number: 10701317-49053308-50000005 

BIC: CIBHHUHB 

IBAN: HU02 1070 1317 4905 3308 5000 0005 

 

 Alternatively, we will also accept cash payments on the first day of the training. Please notify us in advance if 

you will pay in cash. 

 70% of the travel cost s will be reimbursed on the basis of the original plane/train/bus tickets as proof after  

the training via your rebilling. Participants shall use the most economic fares available i.e. APEX plane tickets, 

train 2nd class, bus. Please make sure you keep your boarding passes  and all travel documents - we will 

reimburse you after the training via bank -transfer. 

 

7. REGISTRATION  

Please register via filling out the form at the following link  till 23 rd July, Friday. We know that the notice is quite 

short, so please let us know if you need more time beyond this  deadline. 

 https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=dDBwTV82QnVBS3NoYzhrUEdHNHJSUE E6MA#gid=0  

 

8. QUESTIONNAIRE  

We would like to tailor the programme of the seminar to your experiences, interests and needs. Therefore, please 

fill out the questionnaire at the below link  until 23 rd July, Friday (and again, please let us know if you need more 

time beyond this deadline).  

 https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFJhZnp5aUNieWFHR280RXY2WEt0VGc6MQ  

 

We are looking forward to this eve nt of mutual learning and fellowship!! ! 

 

Your EDYN team,  

Eszter & Petra  

 

 

 With the support of the Youth in Action Programme of the European Union . 

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=dDBwTV82QnVBS3NoYzhrUEdHNHJSUEE6MA#gid=0
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dFJhZnp5aUNieWFHR280RXY2WEt0VGc6MQ

